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BOS-Central Winter Meeting

 December 6, 2016
Meeting Minutes
Present:  Craig Gaetzke, Linda Faivre, Deb Anderson, Brian Downey, Wendy Losacker and Wendy Schneider – Central Wisconsin Community Action Council (CWCAC), Julie Fisher – Hope House, Cindy LeGrand and Randy Hobson River Haven, Debbie Smalley – Safe Harbor, Teresa Nienow – PAVE and Wil Gehl – Foundation for Rural Housing

Welcome and introduction s began at 10:00 a.m. at Renewal Unlimited, Inc. 

Wil Gehl from the Foundation for Rural Housing, Inc. of Madison was our guest speaker.  He presented us with the Foundation for Rural Housing, Inc. Critical Assistance brochure and Policies/Processing Guidelines for Critical Assistance handouts.  A person may receive Critical Assistance one time per five years at this time, unless they received a security deposit. That is returned to the Foundation and the client may reapply at any time for their Security Deposit.  Assistance can include Security deposit, utility payments, delinquent rent, mortgage payments, and property taxes.  There are guidelines for each program and limited funding.  Funding period runs from July – June.

Funding is available in all of Wisconsin except for Dane, Milwaukee and Racine Counties.  Clients are required to pay 30% of their income toward the housing.  These programs are designed to keep the client from being removed from housing. A decision on the application is usually made within five days, but payout may take longer as additional requirements are met for the program.  The Foundation for Rural Housing, Inc. serves around 750 households per year.  Many questions were answered and information was greatly appreciated.

Deb Anderson presented Health and Human Services – Environmental Specialist Nurses as our next meeting presentation.  There was good discussion on this topic and how it varies County to County.  It was unanimous that this should be our next meeting topic.

Craig Gaetzke explained how FEMA works and that it is possible that it can be available in each County.  There needs to be a BOD in place to administer the program and decide how to spend the funds.  A Church BOD, Food Pantry, etc. could administer this program if interested.  Currently, Dodge and Juneau Counties receive FEMA funding.   The next cycle will begin in summer 2017 or early fall.

Point in Time (PIT) was discussed.  Most people at the meeting have participated and will do so again.  As information becomes available, it will be shared with organizations.  The Webinars are still on our Balance of State website and can be viewed to reinforce knowledge.  Everyone did an excellent job of tracking where they went, so please continue with the January count.  
The Exploring System Performance Measures – Measure 7 – exits to permanent housing form was passed out.  The DV Shelters and Safe Harbor in Reedsburg are not included and they have a good rate of exits to permanent housing.  We were surprised and pleased with the increase in numbers.  The extra funding Renewal Unlimited, Inc. received for housing people from shelters will help increase these numbers this year.  

Our Central CoC pledged to house 10 individuals by the end of 2016 and has succeeded.  Thank you everyone!
Next meeting:  Wednesday, March 8 at 10:00 a.m. at Renewal Unlimited, Inc.  Portage, WI.

Wendy Schneider
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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